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Lutherans

the race. A signal flaw in his character was
his tendency to use rude and intemperate
language toward his adversaries. His Sdmmt-
liche Werke, in 67 vols., were published at
Erlangen (1826-57); re-issue Weimar from
1883; people's ed. 1892; Briefe, ed. De Wette
($ vols. 1825-28); Table Talk (1883).

Martin Luther.

Luther League of America. A young
people's association formed of individual so-
cieties within the Lutheran churches. Any
local society of whatever name connected
with a Lutheran congregation or a Lutheran
institution of learning is entitled to member-
ship. Its fundamental principles are federa-
tion and co-operation. It is a training school
for leadership, providing for every age from
six to thirty. Its Journal is The Luther Lea-
gue Review, Philadelphia, where its head-
quarters are situated.

Lutherans, the designation given to the
branches of Protestantism which have ac-
cepted the principles expressed by Martin
Luther in contradistinction to the Reformed
Church (Swiss, Anglican, Scottish Presby-
terian, and others). Lutheranism represents
the conservative form of the Reformation,
and rests upon the central doctrine of justi-
fication by faith. It accepts the Apostles/ the
Nicene, and the Athanasian Creeds, and the
confessions set forth in the Augsburg Confes-
sian, the Apology of the Augsburg Confession,
Luther's two Catechisms, the Schmalkald Ar-
ticles, and the Formula of Concord. Luth-
eranism accepts the Scriptures as determining
the entire policy of the Church: the festivals,
liturgy, and scope of the ministerial function;

the form of church government; the unity of
the Church; the scope of social work; the
truth or falsity of modern criticism. The
Lutheran form of worship is liturgical, and
is modelled after the missals and order of ser-
vice prepared by Luther; but there is no uni-
form liturgy in use among the different
branches. Congregational singing is a feature
of the order of worship, and the great festi-
vals of the Christian year are commemorated
with religious services. The history of Lu-
theranism begins with the promulgation of
Luther's Ninety-five Theses in 1517; and
since the establishment of the Church in 1555
it has become the prevailing form of Pro-
testantism in Germany. From 1580 to 1689
Lutheranism in Germany was marked by the
growth of a tendency to rest satisfied with
mere doctrinal orthodoxy, from which it was
awakened by the Pietistic movement of the
seventeenth century. A period of Rationalism
followed, beginning in the middle of the
eighteenth century, but the year 1817 wit-
nessed a revival of evangelical theology and
religion. In the same year King Frederick
William in. of Prussia carried into execution
a plan of union of the Lutheran and Re-
formed churches into one national church;
but active opposition arose, resulting in the
formation of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Prussia, sometimes known as the
'Old Lutherans.' The Evangelical Lutheran
ChurcH is the national church of Norway,
Sweden, and Denmark, where its form of
government is episcopalian. Lutheranism is
also largely represented in Holland, Switzer-
land, and other European countries, and in
Central and South America.
Lutheranism was introduced into America
by Dutch colonists who settled on Manhattan
Island (1623); by Swedes on the Delaware
(1638); and by other immigrants. The Church
grew rapidly in the United States because of
steady immigration from Lutheran countries
in Europe. In adapting itself to the political
and civic conditions of the country, it has
sustained changes in doctrine, government,
and liturgy, although the fundamental policy
remains unaltered and the Augsburg Confes-
sion forms the doctrinal standard of all. Lu-
theran bodies have united for specific pur-
poses in the National Lutheran Council, or-
ganized in 1918, for statistical, publicity, and
relief work; the Evangelical Lutheran Syn-
odical Conference of North America, organ-
ized in 1872 for discussion, missionary work,
etc.; the National Lutheran Commission for
Soldiers and Sailors' Welfare (1918); and the